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Looking Into the Future by your president  

There is no longer any question that we have to look at the future of the Federation 
Nation in new and creative ways.  Gas prices and increasing unemployment nationwide have 
ensured that doing things the same old ways cannot continue and we are fortunate that we 
saw this coming and have been making adjustments.  This message is a snippit of what we are 
doing, what we plan to do and why we continue to grow.  All members are invited to send me 
your suggestions as well.  Great teams work together and we are a great team.  It is teamwork 
that kept us together, made us grow and will continue to make us grow.   

 
The state fishing team 2008 

This year we are fortunate because our state team will get to fish Buggs Island and we 
will not have large travel expenses and with gas prices over $4.00 per gallon for regular and 
diesel beyond that this is a great gift.  Even with the Mid Atlantic held at home, some anglers 
either canõt get the time off from work or the cost is too much. 

The 2008 team is as follows.  John Terry who qualified from the Fall Classic.  From Mr. 
BASS we have Les Ore and Chris Napier.  Ivan Morris was able to move out of the team 
captain (alternate) position because Jeff Stubbs decided not to fish the regional championship.  
This allowed òRedó Bruun to move into the team captain position from the Mr. BASS 
tournament.   From the state championship, we have Ken Lackey, Greg Hylton, Jeff Salmon, 
Steve Roberts, J.J, Hale, Edward M.Fore, Wayne Burchett, and Kedrick Sumner.  As team 
captain Red will have his work cut out for him.  The team will receive a letter from the 
president with instructions and since we are the host state this year, Red will have added 
responsibility.  This is a great opportunity but it not going to be easy to win this one.   

 
Drive the Nation  

 We have an additional opportunity to win a Toyota truck with the Drive the Nation 
membership promotion.  This is the time for all clubs to add members, new clubs to form and 
grow the Federation to new levels.  Our junior angler programs have grown to levels never 
anticipated and we need additional clubs to help mentor them.  As we have seen, they grow 
up fast and move into our adult clubs.  This is an area where we have moved into new types of 
clubs whose participation is based on their area of interest.  For example, parents who want to 
mentor their youth and learn how the entire program works can form a club that does nothing 
but mentor the youth programs, provide boat captains and serve as role models for the junior 
anglers.  We have clubs that need some boater support now.  We also need clubs who do 
nothing but support our conservation programs like the Occoneechee pump project, the 
òShow the Loveó cleanup program, and clubs that do nothing but provide the volunteers for 
our ever growing number of events and fund raising efforts.  The latter programs would be 
ideal for our older population who not longer want to fish but enjoy the occasional 
camaraderie at our events.  It also takes the pressure off the regions and gives us added 
resources who want to help but do not want to deal with the expense of a boat. We also need 
photographers, reporters and others It only takes 6 friends to make a club.. How hard is that? 
 

Presidentõs Message 
Joan Blankenship  
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Presidentõs message 
Continued  

 
The Museum  

When working on the òTake a BASS to 
Classó curriculum I realized that there are more 
people who have never heard of BASS than 
there are people who are members.  When the 
Virginia Museum of Natural History 
approached me about participation in an 
òOutdoor Adventuresó event held in June 2008, 
I saw another opportunity to promote BASS, the 
Federation Nation and our programs. The 
response will be reported in the next issue.  We 
do need to do a better job of letting people know 
about the Federation. 

 
Childrenõs Miracle Network 

October 5, 2008 Smith Mountain Lake Mark  
your calendar.  It is at Parkway Marina.  
 

Junior State Championship  
Smith Mountain Lake August  From the state 
park.  Winners of this event will fish at Buggs 
Island Lake in conjunction with the Mid -
Atlantic Championship  
 

Sportsmanship and team work  
and our future  

 Unfortunately, I am limited in space for 
these issues .I have seen many examples of great 
team work and good sportsmanship this year 
that deserves mention but only have space for 
one..  Jelani Hennessey, a high school junior, 
mentor to the junior anglers, entrepreneur, web 
site creator, angler who fishes both the central 
and southern open BASS tournaments, boat 
owner and probably the best ambassador for 
this sport that I have ever had the privilege of 
working with was awarded our 2007 Angler of 
the Year Award this year.  He is the hero of 
school students across the nation and he is one 
of our members.  We can  all take lessons from 
this young man.  I know that I do.  He is 
amazing! 

2008 Virginia State Team  
Qualifiers  

 
 Congratulations to the following 
individuals who will represent Virginia on 
Buggs Island Lake in September at the 
Mid Atlantic Divisional:  
 

2007 Fall Classic ~ James River  
John Terry  Winner        20.46 pounds 
Jeff Stubbs Second         15.20 pounds 

 
2008 Mr. Bass ~ North Landing River 

Les Ore Winner        20.98 pounds 
Chris Napier  Second         19.45 pounds 
Ivan Morris  Third          18.88 pounds 
Red Bruun Fourth          15.44 pounds 
 

2008 Chapter Team ~ Buggs Island 
Ken Lackey     Winner      21.22 pounds 
Greg Hylton      Second       20.96 pounds 
Jeff Salmon     Third          19.94 pounds 
Steve Roberts     Fourth        19.08 pounds 
J.J. Hale     Fifth             18.03 pounds 
Edward Fore     Sixth            17.85 pounds 
Wayne Burchett   Seventh     16.91 pounds 
Kendrick Sumner   Eighth     16.65 pounds 
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Region 6 News 
Chris Merritt ð Director  

 
Region 6 has seen a few changes this year. John Terry of Jordan Point Bassmasters has stepped 
down as Region 6 Director and I was elected to take his place. Jeff Banko with Shady Tree 
Bassmasters has taken the Tournament Director position and Andy Gall with Gaston 
Bassmasters will continue as our Youth Director. I speak for everyone in our region when I say 
thank you to both John and Lee Allison of Chesdin Bassmasters for all of their hard work 
running and growing our region. You were not given an easy task, but your efforts have kept 
Region 6 moving in the right direction. With the many, many competing tournament trails in 
our area, John and Lee were able to run great tournaments with increasing participation, and 
anything we accomplish as a region moving forward will be done based on the foundation 
you laid for us. Region 6 is glad you both are standing with us in all future events.  
 
At this writing, our first 4 tournaments of the year have been completed, with over 50 
participants in each. I would like to take a moment to thank Shady Tree Bassmasters for all 
their help running our tournaments this year. You guys are the best, and your organization 
has helped us put on great events so far this year! Our tournament winners for the year are: 
 
Lake Gaston - David Wilson ð Gaston Bassmasters 
Buggs Island ð Toney Burgess ð Shady Tree Bassmasters 
James River ð Don Warren ð Junebug Bass Club 
Potomac River ð Cary Seekins ð Shady Tree Bassmasters 
 
Our next tournament will be on Lake Chesdin on Sept. 13, 2008 at Whippernock Marina from 
6:00am ð 2:00pm. Our tournaments are all individual weight events, with a 4 fish limit, see our 
website at www.vafederationnationr6.homestead.com   for more information. Speaking of our 
website, special thanks goes to Lyndon Johnson of Shady Tree Bassmasters for running our 
website and doing a great job, check it often for the latest Region 6 news. If you know someone 
who would enjoy this tournament format and would like to join a club or start a club, please 
have them call me at 804-389-3434. 
 
Region 6 held a Youth Fishing Day at Occoneechee State Park on June 7. Kids of all ages were 
invited to attend, with a Casting Kids Event, lots of hands on learning stations, fishing, food 
and fun. Every child in attendance caught fish and left with either a rod & reel or a tackle box. 
Andy Gall organized this event and the day turned out to be great. Thank you for your hard 
work Andy. Our next Region 6 meeting is on Sept. 3 at Nottoway Restaurant at 6:00 pm, and 
we will begin working our 2009 tournament schedule at this meeting. It is open to all Region 6 
Members and their guests. Feel free to contact me anytime if you or your club has any 
questions, I am here to help. I look forward to seeing you all on the water!  
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&  E F F I C I E N C I E S

Overlooking Kerr Reservoir/Buggs Island Lake  

Microfridges, Boat Docks  

Free Continental Breakfast  

 Cable Television with ESPN  

Trailer -Friendly Parking with Electrical Outlets  

Deluxe King Suites Available  

Efficiencies & Deluxe Efficiencies  

Outdoor Swimming Pool  

101 Virginia Avenue  

Clarksville, VA 23927  

434-374-8106 Fax 434-374-0108 

www.conradUSA.com  

E-Mail lakemotel@kerrlakecom  
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Best Western 

On The Lake  

Conference Center 

103 Second Street 
Clarksville, Virginia  23927 

434-374-5023  Fax 434-374-0900 

 

Overlooking Kerr Reservoir/Buggs Island Lake 

Microfridge, Hair Dryers, Coffee Makers.  

Iron & Ironing Boards in all rooms 

Free High-Speed Internet Access 

Extended Parking with Electrical Outlets 

Deluxe King Suites Available  

Outdoor Swimming Pool 

Cable Television w/ HBO & ESPN 

Conference Room 

 

Visit our website at www.conradusa.com 

E-Mail address:  bestwestern@kerrlake.com 

Overlooking Kerr Reservoir/Buggs Island Lake  

Microfridges, Boat Docks  

Free Continental Breakfast  

 Cable Television with ESPN  

Trailer -Friendly Parking with Electrical Outlets  

Deluxe King Suites Available  

Efficiencies & Deluxe Efficiencies  

Outdoor Swimming Pool  


